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» Christian Nationalism

IS O movement whose
WHAT IS followers advocate a

particular brand of
CHRISTIAN Christianity, which

NATIONALISM?¢ they believe is

superior to other
religions.




>




A CERTAIN KIND OF
MASCULINE DOMINANCE
HOLDS THE HIGHEST
PLACE IN THE HIERARCHY
OF CHRISTIAN
NATIONALISM (JOHN
WAYNE])
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America is God's
chosen nation

America was
established as
Christian nation

Christianity is
woven into the
fabric of America

Governments
should make laws
to keep America

Christian

Christianity should
be privileged
above other

religions

Christian symbols
should be
dominant in
public places

KEY BELIEFS OF CHK
NATIONALISM

RISTIAN
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FEAR-DRIVEN FAITH
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Christian Nationalism intersects
with:

e Capitalism
* |solationism
. . * Populism
What Bass refers to as “providential « Trumpism
history” reinforces this understanding « Farright extremism
of America’s role in the world e Racism

* Antisemitism
* Islamophobia
* Homophobia
* Xenophobia
* misogyny

CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM & TS
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS




ROOTS OF CHRISTIAN
- NATIONALISM
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FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIAN NATIONALIS
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CHARACTERISTICS
OF CHRISTIAN
NATIONALISM

WITH FASCIST

POTENTIAL

An ideology built on reference to a mythic
past

Populist support for strongman demagogues

A culture of anti-intellectualism, anfi-science,
and anti-education

An ideology that views social hierarchies as
normal and necessary

Idealization of patriarchal families

Peace maintained by authoritarian “law &
order” tactics

Strongly pro-nativist/anti-pluralism

Foments cultural anxiety about sexual
deviance

Pervasive victim mentality
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— GERALD L. K. SMITH, FOUNDER OF

MODERN CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM




» The myth of America became a driving force for
subsequent movements

» “There once was a Christfian nation that was betrayed
and lost. All frue believers must restore the Christian
nation that never was."

RESTORING THE MYTH OF AMERICA



CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM
AMONG THE
EVANGELICALS
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RISE OF THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT




e fears led to the rise of the Moral
balition, and the
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A CHANGING AMERICA
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» According to Diana Butler Bass, what could once be referred to as “Christian
Nationism” sometimes “metastasized into Christian Nationalism™

» “These harder forms have always been ugly expressions of exclusive national
identity — accompanied with violence against Jews. Catholics, Blacks, and
Asians — that conflate ethnicity, Protestantism, particular notions of masculinity, /

and a crusading spirit into a toxic political stew” /

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE THINK OF

CHRISTIANITY IN THIS WAYe




Baptist minister

arvin McMickle
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» Eroding the principle of the
C H R |ST A N separatfion of church and state
» Defying the First Amendment

N ATl O N A I_ S M (establishment and free exercise

clauses)

THREATENS o o seeree

R E I_l G | O L S < rReeIng;irl)Cr:Lng the rights of non-Christian
FREEDOM " ationalist porcies on al US, eiizens

» Overturning America’s promise of

BY . religious pluralism, justice, and
. equality




ionalism compromises the
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BANNED BOOKS

) . .l.u- - These boolks have been banned in the United States
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HAVE WE SEEN THIS
BEFORE?
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THE IMPLICATIONS FOR /
AMERICA



A CHRISTIAN
AMERICA?
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» January 6 assault on the Capitol

» Sowing mistrust in the democratic process

» Trump sympathizers and election deniers being put in control of state election
processes in GOP controlled states

» Overturning of Roe v. Wade

» Critical aspects of the Voting Rights Act removed

» Books (but not guns) being banned

» Rise in racism, antisemitism, and anti-Asian violence

» Unqualified candidates being offered and elected (Doug Mostriano, Lauren
Boebert, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Sarah Palin, Herschel Walker) only because they
subscribe to the tenets of Christian nationalism

THE CONSEQUENCES




Government would run much better if
vomen were n_o’r allowed to vote or hold
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A CHRISTIAN
NATION?




Christian nationalists prize power, domination, and exclusion

>
Their American-made Jesus is militant, hardnosed, and
domineering
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He's a Jesus who carries a gun and the U.S. flag

\_ V.
4 N
The Jesus of the gospels rejected nationalism. He refused to
retaliate. He preached love for enemies. He welcomed the
\s’rronger. He fed the hungry and healed the sick y
4 N\

Jesus invited everyone to the table: Jews and non-Jews,
prostitutes and tax-collectors, outcasts and religious leaders

\ Vv

WHICH JESUS<?




CRITIQUE OF CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM

» Christian nationalism is antithetical to the Gospel, which declares
God'’s love for the entire world (John 3:16)

» Christian nationalism is antithetical to the Constitution, which
declares in Article VI. Section 3 that “no religious test shall ever be
required as qualification to any public office or public trust under
the United States.”

» To sway from that conviction is to undermine the very promise of
America




«he primary teaching of every religion?
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“God's favorite hymn is

HE'S GOT America, it's
THE WHOLE WORLD -

IN HIS HANDS




